Malaysia Art Ecosystem
Festival MAEF
THE ART PEOPLE GALLERY

Featuring Artists

Emy Thiran
Lisa Wong Sook Kuan
Marisa R Ng
Nicholas Choong

All images © Artists, Courtesy of The Art People Gallery

1

Emy
Thiran

Emy Thiran is an artist, educator and art writer based
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. She received her BFA
from the University of Bridgeport, Connecticut (USA),
Master of Art from University of Malaya and later a
PhD in Art History from University Sains Malaysia.
She has been teaching design, visual art studies and
art history in various universities while freelancing as
a graphic designer. She is the author of Living Art:
The Inspired Lives of 14 Malaysian Artists & their Art
Practice (Areca Books 2020).
"My art is inspired by nature and the beauty of everyday
living.
They are also my life stories based on my experiences and
recollections of people, spaces and places.
Art reminds us that the ordinary stuff we do every day is
meaningful and beautiful when we do them with gratitude.
Art helps us slow down, reflect and live in the moment.
Abstract art conveys feelings and thoughts that cannot be
fully described with words or objects. It emphasizes the
sensorial and intuitive aspects of experience. My hope is
that my abstract works will nurture a collective sense of
optimism and open our hearts to a renewed joy for living."

Goodnight Kiss
41 x 30 cm
Mixed Media on Canvas
2021
Close your eyes.Go to bed.Dream sweet dreams of
magical and wondrous places
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Hillside II
41 x 30 cm
Acrylics on Canvas
2021
Hillside II is part of
an on-going series
of work on
my hometown, the
island of Penang.
It reflects the calm
and relaxed vibes of
Tanjung Bungah

Just Around The Bend
(Top Middle)
51 x 41 cm
Mixed Media on Canvas
2021
Sometimes what you’re
looking for is just
around the bend.
Keep moving, don’t
stop. You’ll find it soon
enough

Possibilities
76 x 61 cm
Acrylics on Canvas
2021
When we see life as a
series of possibilities, a
whole new world
opens up to us. Anything
is possible. Adventure
awaits

Rest
72 x 72 cm
Acrylics on Canvas
2021
Relax, breathe, rest. Rest is what
empowers you.
And sometimes it’s all you need to
meet every challenge
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Lisa
Wong
Sook
Kuan

Elegance in the imperfect and the fleeting is
something Lisa Wong Sook Kuan strives to represent
in her art. She attended the California College of the
Art in San Francisco, receiving her Bachelor of Fine
Arts in Illustration. However, rather than concept art
for video games or the op-ed illustrations favoured by
the likes of editorial publications, Lisa has always
been drawn to images that champion one’s personal
truths.
Inspired by the complexity of the human persona, her
art is an ornate, surrealistic, depiction of different
emotive states. From figurative painting to more
dreamlike abstractions, Lisa’s work is still connected
through her love of the natural environment and the
draw to the fantastical.
To Each Their Own is a still life series that features
interiors that exist in our tangible space solely through the
means of the canvas. They consist of objects of
sentimental value or that are out-of-reach, coexisting in
each work. Each piece is a window into an alternate
space, one that acts as a fantastical parallel to our
everyday.

Comfort in the Chaos
59 x 84 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2020
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November Mood
122 x 122 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2021

Coffee Break
85 x 84 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2021

Quiet Celebrations
71 x 61 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2020
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Treasure Trove
122 x 122 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2021

Juice Cleanse
59 x 83 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2021
Inside Outside
91 x 122 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2021
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Creature Comforts
91 x 122 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2021

Sanctuary 2
122 x 182 cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2020
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Born in Selangor, Malaysia in 1977, Marisa Ng is a full time artist who
earned her Certificate Of Figurative Art from the National Academy of
Art, Culture & Heritage, Malaysia. She also studied accountancy and
won the ACCA world prize winner for one her project papers in
2009.She currently resides in Shah Alam, Selangor, Malaysia with
her teenage son and has been practicing art full time since 2010.

Marisa
R Ng

Before venturing into abstract art, Marisa made over 1,800 figurative
sketches.Her style of painting has evolved towards abstract
expressionism "as it emphasizes the spontaneous, automatic, or
subconscious creation."
Abstract to Marisa is the purest form of art as it comes from one's
soul or state of mind.
Themes and subject matter she usually explores are mostly about
relationships, observing the relationship she has with herself and the
people around her. Painting to Marisa, is like a visual journal of her
life.
Her new artistic direction points towards using art and food to
connect people. She is currently working on combining her passion in
cooking and art making as her main ingredients to bring people
together - Using food as her medium of communication.
Marisa has exhibited her works in a numerous exhibitions throughout
the country and internationally. She has so far participated in 48
group and 4 solo exhibitions since she started her artistic pursuits in
2010. Her 3rd solo exhibition was held at the National Art Gallery,
Malaysia. She also participated in Art Jakarta 2019.
In 2021, Marisa was invited to participate in a visual data collection
project in Tuba Island, Langkawi; organised by the National Art
Gallery of Malaysia. Her works are now being represented by some
of the top galleries in South East Asia.

Table 3 – This Is all Mine
121 x 121 cm
Mixed Media on Canvas
2021
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“I have always been surrounded by people all my life. Family,
friends, loved ones - The home is never a quiet place. Cooking
and sharing meals has always been a norm, being raised in an
extended family surrounded by people. The idea of being alone
terrifies me. And now; here I am, eating alone at a table for one.
My journey of the past 40 years has led me to this point. Having
worked on circular paintings over the past few months, it has
dawned on me that the unique amalgamation of art and food is
pivotal to my art practice; to myself as an individual and it
informs my work. So, this body of work is aptly named 'Table For
One'. It indicates and alludes to the personal and at large societal experiences of people who dine and eat alone. Be it
through an act of independence, self-appointed solitude, out of
loneliness, circumstance, toxic relationships, the pandemic or
though some form of hardship - I've begun to be more aware of
the underpinnings of this beleaguering and fascinating moment
in our lives. (Con’t)

Table 2 – Not Another Dinner Party
121 x 121 cm
Mixed Media on Canvas
2021
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The work reflects stories. About why people end up eating alone
at a particular time and place. What were the obstacles faced?
What were/are the challenges of the individual? Was it by force?
Coincidence? By desire or choice? By law? The paintings
suggest that in an ornate, beautifully crafted circle, there
embodies and exist stories within that we all experience in life.
There exists a tension between chaos and order. In making the
works, I'm becoming more curious about the stories of others
who share this similar predicament.
Perhaps this could open up dialogues for people to speak up
about the issues that affect them in their lives; in the hopes of a
healing or a transcending experience. Of being more empathic to
the plights of others. To celebrate freedom and independence or
just being supportive of people who go through mental and
emotional health issues, or abusive relationships. These things
affect millions each day. The questions remain - How do we
alleviate these issues? What must we do as individuals or as a
society? How do we become more compassionate to others?
How do we judge less, and listen more?
It is my hope that through my work, awareness and healing may
begin. That the works and installation sheds more light,
understanding and opens up a discourse on the issues that affect
society today.”
Artist - Marisa Ng

Table 4 – What I Had Yesterday
121 x 121 cm
Mixed Media on Canvas
2021
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Nicholas Choong
A go-to conceptual artist for agencies and brands like MRT Gamuda, Uber Malaysia, Tiger Beer,
restaurants as well as Accounting & PR Firms in Malaysia – Nicholas Choong is no stranger to the
visual arts and design world. He studied watercolors under a mentor at the age of 13 and when he was
16 he learnt Graphic Design and Photography working as a Production Assistant in the film industry.
By the time he was 19, Nicky (a moniker he goes by sometimes) was already working in the events,
music & entertainment industry. The next 17 years of his life was spent working and raising a family
before he began painting again in 2011. In 2014 he helped shape (and was the first artist in residence
for) the sembilan Art Residency Programme in Seremban. During that time he also mentored under Wei
Ling Gallery and has continued to exhibit his work in group and solo shows up till this day.
In 2015 he opened his own studio, Satu Arts - and continued to work on his craft. Nicky also dabbled in
installations, performance art and collaborative mural projects. In 2016, he began his foray into video
production and has since then worked as an Art Director and Creative Director in the media and
corporate world. In his traditional paintings, Nicholas works in a series-based format and is known for
his strong ink and line work.
In 2018, Nicholas joined the esteemed Rimbun Dahan Arts Residency as a 3-month Southeast Asian
Artist in Residence from February - April 2018 which culminated in his cityscape works - showing at the
National Art Gallery of Malaysia. In 2020, Choong launched his second studio in Petaling Jaya. His
works are now being represented by some of the top galleries in Malaysia.
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A conceptual collage-portraiture work, 'You Are An Entire Universe'
aims to embody several disciplines of my art making. Namely, collage
from found materials in my studio environment, an application of paint
in an abstract expressionist manner which props up a representational
portraiture style in the foreground. The work is inspired by my
connection to others, and a work which seeks to question our place in
the known and unknown universe.
The work is a coagulation and an indicator of time, space and
materiality. A bridge between balance and chaos. Between the forces
of dark and light. An experiment in the use of materiality. A reclaiming
of found materials permeate the surface of the work, highlighting the
passage of time as well as the intrinsic nature of decay. The work aims
to question who we are, and our purpose in the world. A journey that
prioritizes the seeking, over answers. For we are always changing as
human beings. We need to discard things and attachments that are not
intrinsic to ourselves. And when we find ourselves, there is a knowing
that happens.
In the words of T.S Elliot;
"We shall not cease from exploring, and at the end of our exploring will
be to arrive where we started and know the place for the first time"
"To remember who you are, you need to forget who they told you to be"
- Anonymous
You Are An Entire Universe
76 x 76 cm
Mixed Media on Canvas
2021

-Artist, Nicholas Choong
12

A conceptual collage-portraiture work, ‘The Bordello of the Subconscious'
aims to embody several disciplines of my art making. Namely, collage from
found materials in my studio environment, an application of paint in an
abstract expressionist manner which props up a representational
portraiture style in the foreground. The work is about the organization and
maintenance of clear, concise and efficient minds. It's about taking the time
to focus and understand one's latent and conscious intents. The
importance of meditation, self reflection and awareness, and in
constructing clear paths, goals and reasonable expectations of oneself.The
mind is a wonderful thing. It behaves like a computer. Processing
information, visual and auditory cues, sorting through our other senses into
banks and storage facilities. It's the world's fastest, most efficient library
and warehouse. A biological and metaphysical organ, our minds are
networks of neurons and synapses, brain matter and tissue - highly
complex molecular structures. It drives and processes our emotions,
thoughts, connections, all in the blink of an eye.

Our minds are equally as important as our other bodily functions. We must
nurture and protect our mental faculties with persistence and vigour. The
alternative would be far worse; the decay of our beings which leads to
erroneous organizations of our bodies, metabolic rates, blood pressure,
hormonal changes and imbalances, organ failure, a lower immune system,
pain and suffering. It's my hope that through positive empowerment and
conscious efforts, we are better equipped to create the most optimal
version of ourselves. -Artist, Nicholas Choong

The Bordello of the Subconscious
91 x 91 cm
Mixed Media on Board
2021
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A conceptual collage-portraiture work, 'We Become In Part,
Who We Love' aims to embody several disciplines of my art
making. Namely, collage from found materials in my studio
environment, an application of paint in an abstract
expressionist manner which props up a representational
portraiture style in the foreground. The work is inspired by a
self reflection on the thematic ideology of love.
"The person in love has the impression that the life of his
consciousness is very rich. All of his psychic forces converge to
act upon one single point, and this give a false aspect of
superlative intensity to his existence. At the same time, that
exclusiveness of attention endows the favoured object with
portentous qualities. By overwhelming an object with attention
and concentrating on it, the consciousness endows it with an
incomparable force of reality. The remainder of the world must
be sought out by laboriously deflecting our attention from the
beloved. The world does not exist for the lover. Without a
paralysis of consciousness and a reduction of our habitual
world, we could never fall in love."
-Artist, Nicholas Choong

We Become In Part, Who We Love
91 x 91 cm
Mixed Media on Board
2021
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A conceptual collage-portraiture work, 'Alchemist' aims to embody several
disciplines of my art making. Namely, collage from found materials in my
studio environment, an application of paint in an abstract expressionist
manner which props up a representational portraiture style in the
foreground. The work aims to raise awareness and highlight issues
surrounding mental health. The need for support and care in this day and
age is highly underrated, yet much needed at a time like this.
One of the main causes that afflict a person's well being - an invisible one one that's not talked about or generally understood until recently; is the
topic of mental health. It's our mental capabilities that endow us with
thought processes that makes us unique individuals. All throughout my life,
I've encountered cases of people who suffer from stress, depression and
delusions. While people may receive support; psychosomatic ills remain
prevalent in many cases and are almost always difficult, uncomfortable
battles.
It's my aim and prerogative to be in a position to help others. Proceeds
from the sale of this NFT drop will go to fund treatments for individuals who
need support systems or therapy. I myself have undergone various forms,
stages and phases of depression - ranging from mild to severe. Having
experienced this, I do not wish it upon others and I'm contributing what I
can; my time, materials, ideas and energy towards the rehabilitation and
recovery of my friends and peers. It's my hope that you too can contribute
in your own way, either in raising awareness, or just being there for
someone. Alchemy is the transmutation of base chemical elements. The
conversion of one physical substance into another. We are all alchemists,
and I appreciate your support in making the world we live in a better place
for all.
'There is a voice that doesn't use words. Listen.' - Artist, Nicholas Choong

Alchemist
91 x 91 cm
Mixed Media on Board
2021
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Composition No. 9
25 x 33 cm
Water Color On Paper
2021

Composition No. 10
25 x 33 cm
Water Color On Paper
2021

Composition No. 11
25 x 33 cm
Water Color On paper
2021
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Composition No. 12
25 x 33 cm
Water Color On Paper
2021

Composition No. 13
25 x 33 cm
Water Color On Paper
2021

Composition No. 14
25 x 33 cm
Water Color On Paper
2021
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www.theartpeoplegallery.com
tapg.theartpeoplegallery@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/theartpeoplegalleryTAPG
@theartpeoplegallery
Malaysia
Lum (+6012 - 3337748)
HS (+6012 - 5557540)
Hong Kong
Joy Ee (+852 - 60150069)
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